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 Hello!  It’s starting to feel like spring outside as the 
weather begins to warm up and the sun starts to shine a 
little brighter.  The spring is a very busy time around Benja-
min Logan Middle School and I wanted to take a minute to 
remind everyone about all of the events that are coming our 
way in March.   
 We will be having our “Right to Read” Week from 
March 7th through March 10th. This week is full of fun ac-

tivities like dress up days, writing contests, and many other reading centered 
activities.  We will also have the Book Fair set up in the Media Center and will 
be available for students to purchase books of their interest.  They can also win a 
chance to get a free book at the Book Fair by participating in the Right to Read 
Week activities. 

Another event you can keep an eye out for is the “Good Clean Fun” de-
tergent fundraiser that the Middle School Parents and Teachers for Students or-
ganization is putting on.  All students will receive an informational flyer about 
this fundraiser and should be able to answer any questions you might have.  So, 
if you’re in need of 5 gallons of laundry detergent, please see a middle school 
student between March 10th and March 20th. 

Also coming up at the end of March, Benjamin Logan Middle School 
students will be participating in Ohio’s Next Generation of Assessments – AIR 
test for Language Arts, Math, and Science.  These online tests will measure our 
students’ knowledge and skills related to critical thinking, problem solving and 
the ability to write well-developed statements.  

You should have received a letter explaining what state assessments 
your student is taking and on which day.  The most assessments a student would 
take at the Middle School would be three.  Please assist us in encouraging your 
child to do their best answering the questions.  We also stress a good night’s 
sleep the day before testing as well as the children eating a good breakfast.  If 
you did not receive a letter about your students state assessments, please give 
the Middle School a call and we will send you another copy.  And as always, 
please don’t hesitate to give us a call if you have any questions at all.  Have a 
great start to your Spring season! 
 

Rob Walter, Principal 

Rob Walter 

Benjamin Logan Middle School  

     March Important Dates: 

 

2: Parent/Teacher  

    Conferences 4-7:00pm 

3: Parent/Teacher  

   Conferences 9-12:00pm 

    No School for Students 

6: Teacher In-service:  

    No School for Students 

7-10: M.S. Book Fair in the  

    Media Center  

    Right to Read Week 

6: OMUN & Art Club 

7: After School Detention 

8: OMUN Spotlight 3-5:30 p.m. 

9: Study Tables 

10: Spring Picture Day  

       7:30 a.m. 

12: Daylight Savings Time  

       Begins  

      (Spring Forward One Hour) 

12-14: OMUN Event 

14: After School Detention 

16: Study Tables 

       Japanese Culture  

       Calligraphy Lesson at HS 

20: Art Club 

       Board of Education  

       Meeting @ HS 7:00 pm  

21: After School Detention 

23: Tea Ceremony 

        Study Tables 

24: End of 3rd 9 Weeks 

27: Art Club 

28: After School Detention 

30: Study Tables 

       Grade Cards Distributed to  

       Students 
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Builders Club 

Bully Prevention Week ... 

The goal for the 
week was to 

educate our middle 
school students 
about various 

issues related to 
interpersonal 
relationships, 

respect, bullying 
prevention and 

social media. 

Middle School Matters 

 

Benjamin Logan Middle School recently held a “Bully Prevention” week (February 13 - 
17).  The goal for the week was to educate our middle school students about various 
issues related to interpersonal relationships, respect, bullying prevention and social me-
dia. 

Daily announcements focused on each day’s theme, quote and video pertaining to the 
theme: 

Monday:     “Everybody is Unique” 

Tuesday:    “Sharing the LUV” 

Wednesday:    “R-E-S-P-E-C-T” 

Thursday:     “Keeping the Peace” 

Friday:    “Speak Up!” 

 

The end of the week focused on Bullying Awareness and Social Media.  We were fortu-
nate to have several guest speakers who discussed proactive ways to deal with these is-
sues and offered the students a realistic view of potential consequences.  Guest speakers 
included individuals from the Logan County Prosecutor’s Office and the Logan County 
Sheriff’s Department.   

BLMS staff members are committed to creating an emotionally, socially and physically 
safe environment while fostering positive relationships with staff, students and families.  
This week offered our students a great amount of information to assist them in positive 
decision making for their future!   

 

Mrs. Headings: Guidance Department 

For Valentine's Day the Builders Club did a Candy Gram sale. Students were able to purchase a colored heart 

and attached candy that they could send to someone in the middle school. They were able to write a message on 

the colored heart. The cost of the Candy Grams was $1.00 each. The Builders Club unanimously voted to do-

nate all proceeds to Logan Cole. $525.00 was raised!!! Way to go BLMS !! 
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All About the 5th Grade ! 

ELA: Mrs. Wishin & Mrs. Gill 

 “taught the 
students how to 

load the 
ScreenCastify app 

onto their 
ChromeBooks“ 

The fifth graders in Mrs. Wishin’s and Mrs. Gill’s Language 
Arts classes have been working on many reading and writing 
skills. Students have recently completed writing informa-
tional essays about how animals help people. The students 

read many different articles about how dogs, birds, horses, fish, and other ani-
mals can offer assistance to people with disabilities. Bellefontaine Mayor Ben 
Stahler visited the 5th graders during their Achievement Period and gave a 
presentation about his own personal experiences with raising dogs that will 
eventually be trained to be assistance dogs. Over the next few weeks, students 
will be writing opinion essays about year-round schooling.  

 

Ask your fifth grader from Mrs. Gill’s class what ScreenCastify is? Mr. Jason 
Smith visited the LA classrooms and taught the students how to load the Screen-
Castify app onto their ChromeBooks. Students used ScreenCastify to  
record themselves while reading a passage. Students were 
then able to play back their recording and watch and listen 
to themselves while reading the passage. Afterwards, the 
students spoke of some their habits they noticed when they 
read, like skipping over commas and periods. Some students 
said they add words or delete words when they read. The 

Math:  Mrs. Cox & Mrs. Matthews 

Fifth grade math students have been working on many skills. Some students are finish-
ing up division and learning how to divide using area models and investigating how to 
use the remainder in a division problem. Other students are adding, subtracting, multi-
plying and dividing decimals, as well as, reading, writing, comparing and rounding deci-
mals. And, some students are investigating the addition and subtraction of fractions.  
 
Each student has an opportunity to extend their thinking and review previously learned 
skills through independent work. Some of the independent work students complete is 
done on the Chromebooks. The students play games to review previously learned skills, 

review math facts, practice skills using the program IXL and extend their learning through Khan Academy 
and various interactive games. The students enjoy this independent work time and are learning to work 
independently with guidance from teachers. 
 
We encourage you to continue to work on math facts with your child. Fifth grade math is much easier if 
the students know their basic multiplication facts.  Please do not hesitate to call or email if you have ques-
tions regarding your students’ math class. 
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Science: Mrs. Young 

All About the 5th Grade ... 

“ ...learning how 
to make Mayan 
glyphs, creating 

Aztec masks, and 
recording 

numbers on an 
Incan quipu. “ 

Middle School Matters 

Fifth grade social studies classes have 

been studying ancient civilizations such 

as the Mayan, Incan and Aztec.  The stu-

dents have been reading and completing 

information packets, learning how to 

make Mayan glyphs, creating Aztec 

masks, and recording numbers on an 

Incan quipu.  They recently welcomed 

Mrs. Wishin, fifth grade language arts teacher, to come into 

their class as a guest speaker.  Mrs. Wishin traveled to Ma-

chu Picchu in Peru last summer on vacation.  She shared with 

the students’ pictures and experiences from her trip, and 

answered questions that they had about the Incan culture and 

if it is still in evidence today in this part of the world. 

Social Studies: Mrs. Rader 

Students in the fifth grade have most recently been learning about how energy passes 
through ecosystems.  Food chains, food webs and energy pyramids have been the topic of 
discussion.  We have learned that all energy comes from the sun and makes its way through 
producers (plants and algae), herbivores, omnivores, carnivores, scavengers and finally de-
composers.  We have also studied the adaptations that allow organisms to survive and thrive 
in their environments.  Physical adaptations like camouflage, mimicry, and special body 
structures as well as adaptive behaviors like “playing ‘possum” and hibernation were present-
ed in class. 

For our next unit, we will be studying the topics of Force and Motion.  Students will be pushing, pull-
ing, and rolling objects, and setting up dominoes to observe balanced and unbalanced forces. “What goes up, 
must come down” due to gravitational pull. An object in motion will stay in motion until an opposing force stops 
it or changes its direction, just as an object at rest will stay at rest until a force acts upon it.  Students will have 
the opportunity to send Matchbox cars down a ramp to see how friction affects the car’s motion. 

To finish up our year before AIR testing, the fifth grade science classes will investigate the 

physical aspects and energy of heat, sound, and light.  We should be ready to do our best in May! 



Volume 7  Issue 7 PAGE 5 

All About the 6th Grade ...  

Mrs. Forsythe's and Mrs. Wey-
ant's 6th grade math students 
have been busy, building, ad-
justing, and shooting student 
designed trebuchets.  The 
marshmallow launching devices 
were used in class to practice 
skills such as measuring and 
preforming operation with deci-

mals.  Students also found measures of center using their 
shots.  The final event was when students battled King 
Mean, and launched marshmallows at his castle to take 
back the Math Kingdom.  Of course our brilliant 6th 
graders prevailed with their math skills and defeated the 
nasty King Mean! 

Math: Mrs. Weyant & Mrs. Forsythe 

Science: Mr. Shadley & Mr. Penwell 

The students in Mr. Shadley’s and Mr. Penwell’s 6th grade science classes are wrapping up 
a unit on matter. The students have examined the properties of matter such as weight, vol-
ume, density, and mass. We also learned the difference between physical and chemical 
properties of matter. Characteristics that can be observes or measured without changing 
the identity of the object are called physical properties. Most of these can be observed by 
using your 5 senses. 

We then went on to introduce atoms and elements. Students learned the parts of an atom 
as well as their location and electrical charge. Did you know that atoms are extremely small? You could put sev-
eral million atoms on the period at the end of this sentence. Students were also introduced to the periodic table 
of elements and some of the information that you can get from it such as an elements atomic number, atomic 
mass, and the chemical symbol. We are finishing up the unit by discussing molecules, compounds, and mixtures.  

This can be a challenging unit for students because they cannot see most of the information that we learn about. 
However, by using visual aids, pictures and different types of manipulatives the students have seemed to catch on 
to the material and expand their science knowledge. 

We still have many topics to cover before the end of the year so we 
will continue to stay busy. As always, if you ever have questions or 
concerns, please contact me by phone (937 -599-2386), by email 
(penwellk@benjaminlogan.org), (shadleyt@benjaminlogan.org), or 
in person. Thank-you! Mr. Shadley and Mr. Penwell  
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All About the 6th Grade ... 

“ … practice skills 
like determining the 

author's purpose, 
identifying theme, 

and describing how 

characters develop 
as the plot moves 

toward a 
resolution.” 

Middle School Matters 

As Winter comes to a close, we hope that the flu bug has 

missed your family and Spring brings a warm welcome. 

We are excited for the last leg of the school year, and all 

of the excitement it brings. Right now in 6th grade we 

are working on a unit on Animal Intelligence. We have 

read short stories, science writings, poems, and other 

nonfiction articles exploring the topic while closely reading and analyzing in order to 

practice skills like determining the author's purpose, identifying theme, and describing 

how characters develop as the plot moves toward a resolution. At this point we are 

beginning to look at argumentative writing which has led to several interesting debates 

in class. At the end of the unit, students will be writing an argumentative essay in 

which they will be asked to decide if the Iditarod is cruel to dogs. They will be pulling 

information from our Collections text, Scholastic magazines, and even using examples 

from our last novel, Woodsong by Gary Paulsen. This is very fitting as the real Iditarod 

in Alaska begins the first weekend in March and all of the 6th graders will be tracking a 

musher throughout the race. We are all looking forward to a great ending to the school 

year, and especially the IKIDarod in May!  

ELA: Mrs. Lee & Ms. Tynan 

Social Studies: Mr. Penwell & Mr. Shadley 

Students in Mr. Penwell’s and Mr. Shadley’s social studies classes have been work-
ing through a unit on economics. The students are learning everything from what is 
economics to comparing the price and quality of goods.  

The students started the unit looking at sets of data and determining the economic 
level and who would be the best trade partner for that country. Next, the students 
learned that people in the world have unlimited wants but the resources are limited.  
This creates the problem of scarcity.  

Currently, they learning how countries specialize (focus on 
making one thing really good) because resources are limited.  This allows countries to 
be really good at making a few items and trading with other countries to get the things 
they are not good at making.   

The last thing we will focus on in this unit is the Laws of Supply and Demand. The stu-

dents will apply these concepts to determine the price of goods and services.  In addi-

tion, they will learn how competition plays a role in determine the price of goods and 

services.  


